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AND | 
. MATERIAES. .; 


Regiſter of E\tares. | 


A. | happen'd lately to be in Compa- 

- A ny with ſeycral Membersof Par- 
lament, and others ; where the Motion 
for a Regiſter of Eſtates in England (a- 
mong other Parliamentary Aﬀairs) #1 in 
Diſcourſe : This occaſioned- a. particular 
application of the Company to that Per- 
fon, for his Opinion ; he was loath to 
come -.to, but at; lkkngth, being warmed 
EOS Oy. A with 


\ Gentleman of the Long «Robe 
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with pelygns and. Debatcs upon it, and 


a few Glafſes interſperſt, he ſurrendered 
himſclt to.,,D:iſcourſc,..and ſeem'd to dif- 
play ;all. his Sentiments. to. the fatisfaction 
of the Company, After which, he was 
much -preſt, to. dygelt his Thoughts, and 
publiſh them, in Print ; or at leaſt, com- 
municate;.them..in- Writing 'ta ſome parti- 
cular Members. of Parliament, in order 


to ſupport the Cauſe of a Regiſter, againſt 


- 


the Oppolition like. to be made 1n the 
Hauſe, by: the: Gentlemen of his Profef- 


ſion, 'or thaſe wha. practice. as fuch ; but 


he would not be prevailed upon to do 
cithe 


iek, and (Fray ab in TIRES 
Concerns,.. feldony without ſcratchet 
Faces; "and-that- with a ſeverity proportio- 
nate with cher Zeal and: Sincerity ; there- 
forc he was.detcrminedto liye in Peace, and 
meddle. with. neuher..- 'This Repulfe. did 
not:comentme, but thinking-I. underſtood 
tis Notions; and; could-fer down, by way 


Aﬀter/1. came. to-my Chamber, 1 went to 
£121 71 Work 


,. pretending, that true Friends in 


""” 


n— ome _ 


- 
—_— 
bd 


for 'a Regiſter. 3 

Work ' accordingly, the Reſult whercof 

follows, wiz. I» 
1: He fad, | he was for a Regiſtes ;'.and 
q thought if omcwhat of that ſort: werenot 
done, the incertainty of Titles and Pedi- 
= grees would become an imtolerable Grie- 
yance z and appear continually: more and 
more, not only'by the Frauds of Owners, 
cheating with double Conyeyances ; but 
Forgerics, which would increaſe as the 
Mcans' of 'dete&ting them fcl} away. 
| '2. IO cect have — <amprate—" 

= gi tage of a Regiſtry, m great , 

|. fices Poſt Mortem, which recorded Macches, 
Iflacs, Deachs, Purchafes and Settlements 
almott Ferbatizs ; and' for ſmall Eſtates, 
- by the Rolls of Courts Baron and Surveys, 
e where Tenaresand Seryices were Regiſtred 
for the benefit - of the © Lords. © And: m 
thoſe ' days; 'no Conveyance coald be 
Chambered over and over again; as now, 
| by Leaſe and Releaſe; bur muſt be done 
o. by Feoffment only, which had is force 
from 'publick Livery and Seifin 3/ and: for 
1 his part, he ſaid, if it Were res invepra, and 


A 2 un. 
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undMrinea; he ſhould give his Opinion, 
that: a Leaſe and Releaſe, as now in-com> 
mon: uſe; :wasinot a legal Conveyance of 
Inheritances; but a. meer Frick and Gin:- 
crack of theLaw ; Thatthe Vertue of Ot- 
ices Poſt Mortem, for diſcovery. of  Forge- 
ries, and: clearing of Pedigrecs, 1s not yer 
altogerher.. worn | ont, -bur very. near ,it.; 

And - whercas: the laſt Ag e hath had only 
that Aid (near ſpent as it 4 for detecting 
of Forgeries, the next will have none at 
all; 'Andar;ptefent there being little or:no 
Guaranty of, Titles; but the, uncertain ho- 
neſty of Perſons, and that only as to their 
own - Ads, the. Trade for Land: will fink; 
and- in the room, Fraud and Forgery ad- 
VANCE. 

3; That the Parliament have: ever been 
hammering /at a Reform by, way of Regi- 
ter, and. ſometimes fancied they had it. 
For when the Seryility of Tenurcs in Capite 
made - People ftudy Clandeſtine. Settle- 
ments, that) their Heirs might be free from 
Wardfhips1. and Marriage; the Lawyers 


0 the Frick of Uſes, which-then 
was 


_ 


T— 


* for a Regiſter, 0 5: Y 
was the ſame as we now call Truſts. And - | 
the Judges reſolved ſuch to be Difpoſe- 


able by Will, though ' Land ar ſelf, with- 


out a Burgh-Engliſh Cuſtom} was not fo : 


Theſe Uſes aroſe by Bargain and Sale for 
Money, or Covenants to be ſeized for 
Confideration-of Blood, but moſtly the 
former: The Crown laboured againſt 
Uſes, as Deſtructive to the Preroga- 
tives of Tenure in. Capite ; Wherefore 
in 27, Henry 8. Cap-:10.,.the Statute: was 


made to-rurn Uſes xnto Poſleſlions; which 


was- intended to take Uſes clean away. 
But the contrary happened; and it was 


foon found: that; moſt Purchafes would 
paſs,by; Bargain and Sale; a -Chamber 
Conveyance, lke our Leaſe and Releaſc, 


which-our Parhament thought would be 
a: Practice moſt Miſchievous,' as- it was, 
and; therefore, 27 Hen. 8... Cap,i.16. it was 
Enacted, That Bargains-and' Sales ſhould 
be Void;unleſs Inrolled within fix Months ; 
Here they thought they: had caught a Re- 
giſter,but the more modern trick of-Leaſe 
and Releaſe hath preyented 1t-; and _ 

ther 
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ther Law now, for which there is the 
ſame Reaſon, 'to make Leaſes and-Releaſes 
Vord, unleſs Inrolled-in a time certain, 
would be almoſt a Regiſter, - unle(s ſore 
yet newer Device were found out, like 
that, - to Evade 1t. 

The Statute of Fines and Non-Claim, 
was a ſort of Regiſter and 1s uſeful at- 


cordingly at this day; for Thouſands of 


Fines are Leavyied only to Gain, by Efflux 
of five years time, {a Bar upon Record. 

4: That ws ridiculous and: ſencelebs, in 
a Nation pretending to Literature and 
Law, That a Man ſhould be capable to 


Sell his Eſtate over and over again in-the 


no one Purchaſer hath any humaty Means 
tw know of the other. Our Neighbours 
arc wiſe: For Scotland Regiſters an Ab- 
ſtract : Hellend Regiſters by the Tax of 
Sales; And- the clearne(s of Titles acci- 
deneally reſuking- from' the Collectors 
Ackotkns of that Revenue, (for a Non- 
' Payment of the Tax makes the Sale Void) 
is a recompence for the Tax it ſelf chongh 


heavy, 


fame Morning ; anditake the Money/arid 


— c 
» 


EY 


* 
a © SS ee > ARR 1 "_— 
» ; _ 


- fer a Regiſter. 7 
heavy, as he ſaid, even to'20 {.: per Cent. 
of the Purchaſe Money: In Fence there 
is. 4 Proceſs to clcar;Titks by Judgment, 
the method whereof, is, To::fix on the 
Church-Door, |a;Monitior far all Claim- 
mg, Oc. to come n+; andthen after ſome 
Forms paſt, (which by the way;are much 
too ſlow and chargeable) the Land 1s at 
length, by. Judgment, freed/from: all 'T1- 
tes and- Incumbrances wharſocyer. In 
other Placcs almoſt all Contracts as well 
for Land'as other Matters, are made by 
publick Officers, called Notaries, and\Re- 
g1ftred. Nay, the Farks rche' on Oggets 
or Decrees of the Caddes Regiſtred: And 
our little Nation. of the Fens hath a Re- 
giſter, which 1s approved! by! many years 
Practice; : and may ſerve: for a; Modct for 
the reſt of England. Therefore he won-. 
dred that this Kingdom 1s folong withour 
their Convenience and Security; and. in. 
a matter that concerned themifo Univer- 
ſally, as their Purchaſes and'Sertlements. 
among themſelves. He thought thar-at- 
tex all he/could: yer hear'Objettod:'ro a. 

OTE Regiſter, 
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Regitter, itcouldnotbe in Common Senſe 
righte: that 1 in'any. Nation, the Law ſhould 
be ſach, as that a wiſe: and careful Man 
had no human Means.. by Skill or Indu- 
try, to: be taferin his Ding: Vigilanti- 
bus &: n0n 'Dormientibus obvenient . Lees: : 
But the Policy of late hath been fo pre- 
poſtcrous,rather to lay Culhions for Fook 
co. Blunder pon; than to;;prbvide,Foun- 
dations for the Wiſe and: Carctul : In 


former times it was a' Reaſon of Law, 
Authentick 1n Weſtminſler-Hall, Que ſerra 
arre&'ſa follie;\and!.i1o for | Ixches, Gc. 
And-in latter Days; the Chancellors have. - 


(a1d in open Court, They fat not there to 
relieve: Fools. However pittyful we' now 


are co carcleſs and fupine Men ; 1t 1s. a 


ſad thing, thar for their Sakes, "the wiſe 


and v1g1 wy ſhould have no ſure Footing, 


and-in , 44 Opinion they never could have 


in: Englazd;:: unleſs aiRegiſter of Eſtates, 


of ſome fort or:ather, were Eftabliſh'd. 


'You may \-1magine, [that this Emport- 
ment. of. our Lawyer was no lefs divert-. 


wg then a! Op; becauſe: we all cx- 


pected 


l 
' 
' 
' 


for a Regiſter. y 
pected'he Thould have raken the fide. of 
moſt 'of his Profefſion, to” be againſt ' a 
Regiſter 5 and ſome could 'not Tobear 
aking'the Reaſon of his differing ſoriuch 
from them, in a Cauſe generally thought 
very 'oppoſite ro their Intereſts; for many 
promoted a Regrſter in pique to the Law- 
yers ;" and they on" the other" fide, were 
obſerved-to/ defdhd; 43H the Febehold of 


their Profeſſion” Vets at Stake'+ T6 this, 


ſaid be.” 


146 belicve Gime: Lavyew are- enaigly 
from thar-Motive agaiiiſt a ,others 
areſo really thmking uriſcen'A chick may 
ſpring from rand fo to the Publick,as well 
as to- their Profeſfion';; buron the {other 
ide, 'many', ad) ofithdle foriid Eminent! 
Perſons ave bee forte? 3! fag 1 uſt A-- 


gree, conſidering En pub nd 
gn &, 
. becn, and: 


boating the moſt 

difirtereRed in'Pri 

arc for it ; and choſe pps ure'Buſines 

moſt, arc again 4c,” And 5 oye dai 

how the lereſt mchncs we" | Ton- 

dade. if-Regilters' w&re' noth : 1 
C all. 
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full,, or rather neccſlary, 'you ſhould not 
have the ſingle. Voice: of a Lawyer for it ; 
and that ſome have been ſo, is a greater 
Argument Pro, then all the, reſt oppaling. 
1s Contra. 

He mentioned: my. Lord Chick Juſtice 
Hales, that great Light of the Law, 
whoſe lubelesy: and. forclight, ſuggeſted ſo 
many. Caſualites upon a,Regiſtes, | that ;he. 
was: afraid. of the. manner, rather than. 
againſt the thing, as appears by his little. 
Tract on that Subyect,,. which, hath. becn 
anade.. publick: ; -whercin he concludes 
with ſome Cautions, to. be! had in. the Mo- 
delling ; which. ſhews he was not altoge- 
ther: peo eEe 1t.;, And he ſaid, He,had al; 
ſo:ſeen a Tract on,.the, ſame ſubject by: 
as Endinent Chick of his Time, who: 

s. earneſtly and clearly for 9%, 1b ma 

And he had. converſt. with: many. others 
of. ths.. Exolgſign, of. great Value, who, - 


Were) nauch;for a6-, - 
But: he-$old 1 us; . frankly, He thought 


Kioy, FEED were £0 be made uſe of by. 
the Pacliamgent, | IR A concern, ſuch as me 


Is. 


for a Regiſter." > an 


15, as by a prudent Chent, who Cornfults 
them, bur determines upon tis own Rea- 
ſon,” and gains his Advantage our of their 
Skill, by'ſmiting with Dowbts and Que- 
ſtions, as for Fire from a Flint.” A 'Man 
that in all his Afﬀairs will blindly Recr 
himſelf 'by regular Counſel; If by:Law- 
yers. ſhall be'! ſtrangely intangled-_im-His 
Buſineſs; if by Phyſitians, loſe his Health. 
A Prudent' Man, vers'd in general 'Bufi- 
neſs, and'a Lawyer; do wellrogether,but 
either apart 15:not fo'well+''Iris'thedame 
in allocher Arcs' and/Profcſſions, the'For- 
mality of their Imployments ' oft rimes 
wants a/'Ballaft of Prudence: > - It' was 
lately-obſerved 711v the'Chancery,>Tharithe 
beſt Advocates ar the: Bar-didf not wake 
the beſt: Judges upon the Beneh nes ſay 


no: worſe :. . For they were'Bred and Pra- 


cic'd, :everrito! an habit of "'Spinnitts Qx- 
vils' and: Exceptions; '?'Pro and) 'Comi'iand 
could: not' forbear, when: they! wer&abovye 
it.' : The Parliament ſhould uſe*the' Law: 
yers as. their Council, "to put m Forny, but 
make” their own :Bargains, '-and.! therein 
writ -—£* ER they 
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hey have teaſon-.co+ expect their! Coun- 
ils! beſt Endeayours -(according to their 
Profefiion) 10: draw up, and cxecute- in 
- the) be manner! they can; contriye,| bur 
ſbbuld not::to! be _ by chem, Pro or 
| Co#, pblitivtly.upon che main ;; for that 
" 1s aſatueribt.Poligy and Gonftitution;mort 
thaniLaw-; Bring hoy: Buſineb tb/k Law- 
_ y&,/he gots to work with! it as/\wichia 
| Tk Rudying Sctuples 3: and treats /ir 

wath:a:worldiot Subr wy; as af-1t; were 
to:;be:inſtantly!Tryed ;--ori he were! ro 
movs:in Arzelſt.:of' « Jodgmen, 1p Quaih 
an Indictment; A Ldgiflacer is: a Spine 
above! a C Digcatepr, and muſtHave amore 
m—_— Aim; than fery&s| 40; kick 
danrtnei.or a: Dechtation. 
roger -QO dockedtt./ was a peculiar\unhap- 
ne are dong Td: that 

Yers/WeEsc loom ed-to0-; 

he: theught-the Aather \Membcts ought iro 
_ undceftand fo rhuch;' as noe to! hangitipon 
theit Tongacs cither way'z. hat! to | _ 
theix ByE blinded with-maſty Obj 


Mere: Iritegeſt and: Pattialey will 'xver «5 
raifing. 


for 4' Regiiter. 


railing. -. As to the matter it (clf, a great 
deal was ſaid, and I wiſh I could expreſs 
ie, watch as much ſatisfaction 2s-1 heard 0 
bur what.I can, Recplle6t, ollows;, My 


os Thas he wan ro ala every Man 
Gould be obliged; to. Regifter, bis Jaſt 
Conyeyances, but, knowing what. a Bug- 


bear-that 1s, and; how apt.i9 ſtarcle Men, 


v3 


be: was: ON 7k it_1t, and. that the 
Begiltex: ah gfe ware and 
bg; as _ 4n- goody to 
groW-Wp, ARE Rrength gradually,and 
that more, out- of Jnconragenymr then 
Gompullion.. . 10-29 DE3 iro 
.Þ; Thercloge, it \Goully, 
That (after han be proſe) 


VEYances,. Atl UFAACES,: Lak Wal 
ments and Agrcemait ,CPIM 


.Procalles Which euanan,gonſe- 
| PR Purchaſers Hands. 
Nail 
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fall be Regiſtred in days after the 
Date- or 'Execution, and the Deed or In- 
Frument it felf 'be accordingly Marked, 
otherwiſe' to be-Void” againſt /all ſubſe- 
quent Purchaſers. Thus 1s the groſs Bo- 
dy dy of 'the Deſign : Whence Obſerve, _ 
"I, That -the - Deed hath: not its Legal 
Force fromthe Regiſter, bur'as Dr: 
\ 'merly,” and as other Inrolled ' Deeds 
| have; only in Caſe of Loſs, the Re- 
mn £iſter; :Chki Inrollitieas/for Safe Cu- 
ads | Yoay'n will 'be''a + deater Evidence 
£ s'yet for Repairing them. 
aoy'y The Men -ate compelled co Regiſter 
.,. only their Sales, Mort gages,'or Matr- 
Wi g8 Scttletaenrs' upon Confidera- 
{ag "for! Gifts ' and voluntary 
" Yerefeiniends' they may Injoy their 
Dear" Datling Feerehe. 
W. That thepuzcleandcharge to Search 
"jr Theee;Fotr,'or Five Courts, and 
3n theC ommon. Pleas no leſs than in 
_ © "Threefſeveral Offices, for Judgments, 
- - beſides the Rolls Chapel, and' with 


"the*Cletk of the” Peace, "for Deeds 
Inrolled, 


for. a Regiſter... 15 


_ Jnrolled, at the Fine-Office for Fines: 
and Recoveries, at the Statute-Office 
for Statutes ; and at the Inrollment- 
_  Officefor Recogruzances; with other. 
_ Places he named, where the Buſineſs. 
.:.Of-the whole Nation 1s Collected all 
rogcther, (all which ſhould be done 
by every one who would deal upon. 
Judgment. and _ not upon Truſt) is. 
., intolerable, and ſometimes pretend- 
: ed, but ſcarce. cycr. was, ſuppoſing 
.t poſhble, (which he did not grant) 
. .to be done.compleatly.., _ _.. 
4: The Buſineſs of Records will be 
- brought into a Searchable compats. 
and order, for they will be diftin- 
guiſht by Counties, where the Land 
to be Charg'd licth, whuch- is .in;no 
ſort regarded now, but, Judgments. 
moſtly are in ſuch , Counties Men. 
. pleaſe to chooſe, of which” Middle- 
ſex, and Landon have a. ſhare equal 
with almoſt all England beſide, 
5. Men will not Regiller all Judgments, 
 ,, 42, but only ſuch as Moy Beet 
fo TOOFYYL 1 ig Mis. Jas 


—_ ——_— 
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0 of "tpori Lana: which May not 
be” one Fourth part'of © what arc 
*Enered upon rhe Rolls. dP9Y 
6, If Men-are 'Cozen'd * by "Prior or 
TR ble Titles; or Mctinbrinces, It - 
' is their owh Faulk ; tr Ms arrefte 
tour elle. : 


I Tha toll ervient #b6} WIVCN, v12. 
Typh the. F ; Frech old -Deed” of every 
Eſtate Regiſt & Ja have the Force of 
a pbk, cher and Fine, with Non- 
Claim, pile Hal "not be Void for want of 
Femon or Formality. _ 

ill give” 2 quick Growth' to the 
Reg which but oF tenderneſs to! Men's 


Scruples, nult 'not* 'be compulfife;”nor of 
aſl AQ "Fer ft, Moſt Men that are 
Awak take a Dec of cheat Eſtates 
ON ; be Re iſtred'; and' thence 


f ai "of Tid&f6t moſt 
; " Yhich forure” \times 


- And, o, 99 ils will be a teafon- 
ible and general Purgation of —P es, 
ſuc 


for a Regr/ter. 17 
ſuch as the Laws intended ſhould be, in 


particular Caſes, by Fines, the vaſt Beng- 
fit of which to the Nation 1s obvious. 


IV. That not all the Deed, but, only 
the material part, viz, The Date, Par- 
ries, Conſideration, Limitation, U- 
cs, Condimons, and Powers , be Re- 
giſtred ; and as for the Parcels, nox 
Verbatim, but only che Names of Man- 
nors, and Villages, ar Town-fhips: Bur 
Recitals, Covenants, and Agreementachar 
work not on the Legal Eftate, |nead nor 
be Regiltred. 6 Es q 

This would be no long Regiſter, nor 

yerio tort as the Scorch or Patch 1s; 
yet ſufhawnt co {acute /a Prurdhaſor. 

_ If People afiect: length in gheir Li- 

mutations and Conditions, mo harm 
is done 1f they pay the mare ;iþut he 

. thought 1t would have contrary cf- 

ict, and Men world fall-inio:s way 
more canals, ithen at preſents uſed, 
unleſs ir þe 3n Deeds intended ito b 
Inrolled. $75 095 "> 0 
D _ V. That 


___ m_—__—___—_—  —— — — —  —  —  — ——— cw CCC RE RI ES nt Er err 
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 V. Tharaltho' it 1s nor neceflary to & 
Regiſter, yet for the convenience of the 
People dealing in London, and the Coun- 
try, there may be Offices in cach County, 
for the Bufincſs of that County.; and - 
another in London, for the Buſinels of the 
whole Nation ; Ard each Man may Re- 
giſter in which Ofhce he pleaſe. Bur then 
either Office. ſhould make Extracts of all 
that 1s done, and Weekly tranſnut them 
to the other ; ſo by the Regiſter of the 
Tranſmiſſions, you may know it any thing 
be Entred inthe other Office: 

As for inſtance; Every Saturday's Poſt 
ſhould- carry the Extracts from Lorn- 
don, and the Return of the ſame Poſt 
bring up the Extracts from the Coun- 
try. So. that upon the arrival of the 
Poſt, and'the Extract delivered out 

to the Office, all Parties may ſee, + 
infallbly, it any ching hath. been 
Entred'in the other in-\the former 

Week, and the Payment of Moncy 
may (1 they pleaſe) be Suſpended, 
all ſuch Saysfaction 1s had. Some 
might. 


for a Regifter. - 19 


might -think this too much Work, 
and others not exact and full enough: 

As for the latter, Whoever -is - ac- 
quainted with the Entries of Fines, 
which 1s only 4. B. quer” C. D. deford 
de terris & tenementis in D. and-.of 
what great uſe it 1s, will not think 
this method Detetive - and for'the 
other, . there is not ſo much, but 
many wall skip at the Imploymens 
for moderate Fees. | 


You may well imagine how imporcu- 
nate and tcazing we were all upon him, 
with our Objections and Queries, which 
made him, cry, Held, ſoft and fair, to 
rake Breath a lictle, and then give a Reply. 
to what he thought juſtly demanded it : - 
But Firſt, as to the Buſinel of Qbjocting 
in general, he. OUgE, | 


L. That the Houſe was too. much 1 in- 
clined to lay weight upon bad Conſc- 
quences objected, which are; (perhaps ) 


meer Natural Poſſibilities, and very im- 
D 2 probable 
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probable to fall out, and which in Fact 
do nor ever;or rarely happen mm hike Con- 
{trations 3 and » fromn/ fich remote Poſli- 
bilitics, - they are made'ayerſe to'Regula- 
tions, which carry great and certain Ad- 
vantages. - He thought Men ought to © | ” 
weigh Benefits and Hazards, - as Merchants 
do: Profit and Loſs; not caring ' what 

the latter's, fo the 'other be Sreatcr : 
And alfo confider, that no human Con- 

ftitation ever was, or - can be, perfect ; 
but after all the care and contrivance the 
Ww of Man can apply, to obviarc; ſhall 
or may be abuſed; Efre Ia legge, Efee Ha 
trampa. If it-were now to-be propoſed, 
Thar'any Fact, ſhould by Act of Parla- 
ment be made Capit x}, might it 'not be 
Obzetted; - Thar Tier Innocent Perſons 
nughe be / accuſed, and made to ſuffer 
Death, by- the falſe Feftmony ef | one 
or two Witnefles? and thoſe perhaps the 
real Offenders themfelves? And hath nor 
this Abuſe {great as its) ſomernnes hap- | 
pened 2- Yet Capital Laws are: neceffary. | 
This ſhews that no Law can at + | 
ure + 
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but Poſſibilities of | Abuſe will lie open - 
uporr it : Muft there'be therefareno Law ? 

Such is their Concluſion, 'who- from: Pol- 
fibilines/of Abulſcs, "deny their Conſent to 
a mamfeft good: Law: Fer this Reaſon 
ol og he difcharg' oy him{If of all our Clamour 
on account- of - Frauds, ''Forgeries, falſe 
Entries, and Failings of Officers and 0- 
thersz for, faid bf If we ftartle ar fouch 
Things, we ought to Refemd rhe Jurif- 
diction of Kings-Bench,Common- Bench, Gr. 
whoſe Offices are liable ro the ſame, and. 
(if we:conſider welly-much /greater Obje- 
&ions. And yet how often are any ſuch: 
Abufſes there, as falſe - hadgments Entre 
Men Perſonated onthe like x Some have 
been,'tis truc, but ſo rarely as ſcarce worth 
mentioning: Men - in great Concerns 
L are Naturally Fearful, and when the Re- 
| cords of an Office are cſteemed Sacred; 
and. Penalnes of Abuſing them. very: high; 
there 15 little fear of falſe dealing ';- 1f any 
be, the Nation will not be without Tu- 
ice to ſet all: Right again ; and: for that 
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of our 'Judges, for ſome time; ' by the 

Act, (if any paſs) would not be amiſs. 
II. As to 'the. diſcloſing Men's Con- 
cerns, and expoſing their Deeds, -whereby 
their Titles might be called. in Queſtion : 
He ſmiled at the firſt, and ſaid,” If he 
were to Pronounce, Eycry Man's Debts 
that Charge his Eſtate, ſhould be wrote 
if his Forchead ; it- 1s: only. deſign of 
Fraud, or conſciouſneſs of Folly that 
makes .Men affect Secreſie. And this 
Humour hath. been the Bane of more Fa- 
mulies, . than Vice and' Prodigality -: For, 
Who would not take care to - be out-of 
Debts, if all Men's Debts were publick ? 
It, 1s che Secret Shop-Uſury, that Can- 
kers the Eſtates of England ; and that 
will always make open War againſt a Re- 
giſter. It Debis are known, Men will 
take Care, cither to Diſcharge or Juſtifie 
them; as -by Purchaſing, Matching, ' or 
the like ; and would not ſncak' into Debt 
as they do, to the ſurprize, and often 
times. Ruin of their Farmilies, O! But 
it our Debts are known,we loſe advantage 
In 
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in the -Match.of our Eldeſt Son, and other 
Children ; 'I anſwer (ſaid he) that if their 
Debts are not known, thoſe that Match 
into their Fanuly.are-cheated 3 and which 
ſhould che Publick take care of, that.you 
ſhould cheat (for it 1s. little better). or that 
they, and -perhaps your ſclt in your own 
turn, ſhould not be cheated * in thismarter, 
ſhewing 15/ proving | ſufficiently. As to 
Sertlements, if voluntary, they necd not be 
Regiſtred ; however he ſaw not the harm 
of it, if cycn thoſe were ſo but why Men 
ſhould. value themſelves as clear Owners 
of Mortgaged Eſtates, and none able to: 
diſcover the contrary, he was not capable 
of underſtanding. And. he thought a- 
mong the many advantages by: a: Regiſter; 
K was not the leaſt, that Men of Eſtates, as 
in their Converfation, fo alfo: in. their Ne- 
gotiations, would endeavour to-preſerye 
Honour, and a fair Reputation, and dono- 
thing Senceleſs,and Imprudent z--much. lefs 
fo ruinous to themſelves and Families; as 
the Trade of ſecret Uſury, at preſent, 15.. 

As for quarrelling with Titles, he thought 
| IE. 
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x a'Caril .cxagerattd more-for Argument 
againſt a Regilter,chan:orherwiſe; for who = 
now hath: a'oonſiderable Purchaſe-Decd 

made, but by; Advice; ;and he forming a 
Legal-Affurance,3s not fwoh ia Myftcry,,bur 
ic 13 praiis'd by overy! Attorncy,iand.ma- 
ny Clergymecn; and fome Alchouſekcepers 
make zhem- after Precedents, and in ſmall 
chings nor ;amaiſs {31 ipcrhaps when they are 
publck; Mon willtake botrar carc, and go 
£o'Cbuncellors as the old way was; which 
with the Men of his Profeffion he thought 
no objection : .But here che ell from the 
Mater, 0 /complam of the Puzzles in 
Tales from Fincs and Recoveries, which 
he faid:ſerved for thetle un themſelves, bur 
to-keepapa'fargon:and/MifteriousScience, 
beneficial only to- Men;of Law and Ot 
ficers, but avaſt Charge to the Subyect-; 
and that it wore well the Law were de- 
clared more meetligibly:; Here one, being 
charged with :another Qbjedtion, wntar- 
rupted thim, &defiring he would leave:that 
Maxcer. :and rcetorn ito rhe-good old:Caufe 
of a Regiſter ; the replied, he was juſt ac 


It, 


"mala rho hrs bee 
Cry ares ye che 


16  Argumente;and Materials 


in\Parliament, that; belides the erilleav6urs 
of Attorneys, Scriveners, - and other Per: 
ſons; who eſters the Vicious Þ: 
the' Law; 'cheir>gain'; i537 there-ar te To many 
Officers of Courts;and-ini ptaces,-who/arc 
prudentdeſerving/ Men, an have good E- 
feenvand Intereſt; but thinking, theitFree- 
Hheld!i(as they: call it) purchaſed with cheir 
Money; at ſtake, in the Cauſe, oppoſe a 
Regiſter 'with all their force, which hath 
conſuletable Efficacy ;tor Men'arc loath 
eo ſupplant the 
undeſerving,withouecompeniation+ there- 
fore; whatever Taxes-were impoſed -on 6: 
ther :Occaſions, -he-would not have-one 
wantedfor this;-'which he'thought ho'lefs 
| Oe 'Publick, *thafr ahy-in 
an 


As forthe Lawyers, he thought chey 


were 'in-a-miſtake, apprehending? a'Regr= 
ſter Rennroukdeideh: cir practios'yr It ſcen'd 
- more” probable'-ie would” increaſe-it; for 
wn Wealth vand\ Security-grew-from 2Re- 
giſter,\-which--would -fcarce'\ be denied! 
"woukb"ghow- 'no:kefs.; - Tt-was 


cVCr 
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6 


the Live ioed of '6thers'-not 


; of 4 -and., 

dc _ Obſtinacy i; Some. Counties of 
England formerly, now. tor Litigiouſneſs, 
NOW; AXC,, Very! peaccable 3;,nor from any 
jy rn Srown uprin; opr Laws, bur 
on. the. contrary,. from. ges, 
and , ingerrainty; / of... Succeſs :  Relides, 
few; Law-Swts.. for, Land-;are now; 5 Bron: 
IONS. of Compeyanang: bi be 
ge, Dormanc:Incails,. 
:. The great AY Diſputesnow 


an RU aig one un Chancery ;- 


i fo mygh that che. Attorneys 494 21 ars 
= t@..turn. Sellicicors there,, b co: be. im-- 
2g | p 
Byr WM conclude, (for i CW. 
Mot.) Regal cr had. probably. 
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